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Benefits of wildflowers and long grass  

Wildflowers

• With over 97% of wildflower meadows 
destroyed since the 1930s, road verges are a 
vital refuge for bees, butterflies birds, bats 
and bugs.  A good verge will supply a diverse 
source of nectar and pollen from February to 
September.  Birds-foot trefoil alone is a food 
plant for over 130 species of invertebrate

• 'British wildflowers are under threat and 
therefore so are the pollinators they feed. Not 
only is it heartbreaking to lose the beauty 
and colour these native flowers give the UK 
landscape, but the plight of pollinators has a 
very real impact on the food we eat 
ourselves.'

Value of long grasses

• Long grass improves conditions for 
invertebrates, which in turn provide food for 
birds and small mammals such as hedgehogs 
and mice. 

• Wild grasses provide nourishment 
for Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown and Skipper 
family caterpillars

• Long uncut grass provides great habitat for moth 
caterpillars which are blue tits' favourite food

• Spiders can spin webs from the tall grass to 
catch flies.



How it all started

• Daily lockdown walk

• Verge flowers were coming 
out in all their glory

• Total annihilation 



Stopping the mowers

SCC July 2019 motion – was it 
working?

Complained to Cllr Furniss and raised 
with BRA and County Councillor

Trial A246 verges for 2020 – more 
added in 2021

What would come up?



Blue Hearts

Blue Campaign and Blue Hearts

Plain and not well recognised

Why not make them pretty with 
a message?

Lots of volunteers got involved in 
making and decorating the hearts



Positive 
good news –
lots of local 

publicity 

Mail us on bookhambluehearts@gmail.com

mailto:bookhambluehearts@gmail.com


60+ Residential 
verges in 2021

• As soon as signs went up on main 
road verges got positive 
comments

• Responded to local publicity

• People started asking about their 
own

• Street champions

• Link into local school and SWT



Spreading the message

• SWT webinar and blog

• Article in August 2021 Surrey Life

• Surrey WI News

• Blue Hearts now in Effingham and 
Fetcham and interest in Ashtead, 
Horsley and Oxshott

• SWP webinar March 2022



Some residential verges



Guidance for Residents



Getting the kids involved

Great project to get your children or grandchildren 
interested in nature and even helping you decorate your 

Blue Hearts



Our reward

• Native orchids started coming up

• Existing large grassy area to 
the east of Lower Shott – ca. 
40

• New verges too

• Common spotted, pyramidal, 
bee



The challenges from residents
Ragwort is dangerous to horses My dog and I are going to pick up ticks

• Horses will avoid eating ragwort; the 
danger being from eating hay with dried 
ragwort in

• Our verge arisings are not collected for hay

• This is a potential problem but why do they 
want to walk on the long grass when there is 
either a surfaced path alongside or a mown / 
trampled path through it?

• Most dog walkers take their dogs out in the 
countryside where they love to run in the 
long grass!

• Critical food plant 
for cinnabar moth 
caterpillars



Working with SCC

New SCC process for requesting a Blue 
Heart verge
Exact details of mowing regime still needs 
fine tuning – need to ensure sightlines 
maintained and mown strip by road
SCC mow Mole Valley, Elmbridge, 
Tandridge

Other districts and boroughs currently do 
their own but taken back to SCC in 2023

End of season full width late mow



Central Bookham and MVDC

• MVDC responsible for Local 
Open Spaces

• Leaving areas of long grass

• Open to us planting

• Local guerrilla gardening group

• Looking for WIs to join a rota 
for looking after specific areas



‘Wildflower’ 
Verges in 
Swansea

• We currently sow around 40,000 square 
metres (almost 10 acres or about 6 
football pitches) of wildflowers across 
approximately 190 sites in Swansea.

• Throughout late spring/summer the 
flowers offer a riot of bright colours for 
residents and visitors to enjoy, as well as 
providing important habitats for insects 
and wildlife across verges, roundabouts, 
parks and rough ground.

• Our parks and nature teams work 
together to create these wildlife havens in 
order to conserve and improve the 
biodiversity of the area.



Moving 
forward

More verges under our umbrella

Support residents

Sharing and spreading ‘the love’

Consider ‘cut and collect’ as 
contracts renegotiated


